REGULAR MEETING

VILLAGE OF MORRILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MARCH 11, 2025
A Regular Meeting of the Chairman and Board of Trustees of the Village of Morrill, Nebraska was held on March 11, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. at the Village of Morrill Legion Hall.  Notice about the meeting had been published according to law, in the Star Herald, a newspaper published of general circulation in the Village and posted in 3 conspicuous places within the Village of Morrill.   The notice stated the date, hour and place of the meeting, that the meeting would be open to the public, that anyone with a disability desiring reasonable accommodation to attend the meeting should contact the Village office, and that an agenda of the meeting kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the office of the Village; provided, however, the Village Board could modify the agenda at the meeting if it determined that an emergency so required.  An agenda kept continuously current was always available for public inspection at the Village office from the date of publication of the notice to the time of the meeting.  A similar notice, together with a copy of the agenda, was also delivered to each Board Member.

Chairman Hart presided and Clerk Schmidt recorded the proceedings. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Hart directed the public a copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, posted on the north wall for the public’s review. The following Board Members were present: Neal Hart, Steve Engleman, Joseph Conrad, David Purviance and Kim Schledewitz.  Libby Stobel with Simmons Olsen was also present.  
Moved by Member Conrad and seconded by Member Schledewitz to approve the agenda as presented.
YEAS: Hart, Engleman, Purviance, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None.
Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Purviance that the minutes from February 11, 2025, Regular Meeting be approved.

YEAS: Hart, Engleman, Purviance, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None.

Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Conrad to approve February 28, 2025, Treasurer’s Report.

YEAS: Hart, Engleman, Purviance, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None.

Chairman Hart asked if any citizens with business not scheduled on the agenda wished to include an item providing the Village Board determines the item requires emergency action. There were no emergency items.

Jim Gardner from Casey Peterson hadn’t arrived at the meeting for the audit presentation so the board moved to the rest of the agenda items.

Discussion was had regarding allowing chickens in the Village of Morrill corporate limits.  Madison Peterson shared sample ordinance language regarding chickens that she feels would allow enforcement if a nuisance arose.  Neal Hart shared that he was in favor of allowing chickens but would like to see the language in the ordinance strong enough to allow for enforcement.  Richard Harriger shared that he and his wife are not in favor of allowing chickens and thinks it will not be enforceable if there is a nuisance.  Virgil Ritz shared that his neighbors years ago had fowl in their yard, and they didn’t clean up and to this day, if the wind blows from their direction, he can still smell the waste.  Sheila Jayne shared that she supports chickens and wonders if there could be stipulations that renters would not be allowed to have chickens only homeowners.  Joe Conrad is in favor of chickens but wants to make sure that the areas are kept clean.  Steve Engleman shared that he checked, and it appears almost all communities within Scotts Bluff County allow chickens except for possibly Mitchell and Morrill.  He is in favor of chickens if enforcement of any nuisances, if any, can be handled by the police.  David Purviance asked if we do allow chickens that the residents first must get a permit from the Village Office.  Chairman Hart directed Libby Stobel to draft an ordinance for consideration at the April meeting.
Pete Cawiezel made a KENO request for $8500.00 for the Horsecreek Rendezvous Days.  Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Engleman to approve the KENO request.
YEAS: Hart, Engleman, Purviance, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None.

Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Engleman to approve waiving the three readings for Ordinance D-380 Increasing Electrical Rates.  
YEAS: Hart, Engleman, Purviance, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None.

Moved by Member Engleman and seconded by Member Schledewitz to adopt Ordinance D-380.
YEAS: Hart, Engleman, Purviance, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None.

Ordinance D380

AN ORDIANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF MORRILL, NEBRASKA, REVISING THE ELECTRIC RATES; SETTING FORTH NEW RATES AS PROVIDEDFOR IN SECTION 54.08 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES; REPEALING ALL PRIOR ORDINANCES; AND ESTABLISHINGA DATE OF EFFECTIVENESS.  

Published in Pamphlet Form

Clerk Schmidt shared with the board that the ambulance billing has been going fine with doing the claims in-house.  The board agreed to keep ambulance billing with Clerk Schmidt but if the process becomes too much to bring the situation with the board.  
Moved by Member Schledewitz and seconded by Purviance to set the Spring Clean Up Week for May 12 to May 17, 2025.
YEAS: Hart, Engleman, Purviance, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None.

An opportunity for public comment was provided.  Public comments were as follows: Pete Cawiezel thanked the Board for the Village’s support for the community projects and events.  Pete shared the Fire Department will be having a Soup Supper on March 22nd at 5:00 p.m. The Community Group is working on another event for the Morrill Community that will take place this fall, and more details will be released later.  The Legion has hired a new cook so the Legion will be open for meals on Friday evenings and on Sundays for brunch.  Follow the Legion on Facebook for more information.  Pete shared that the Community Group meets the first Tuesday of the month at the Rustic for planning Rendezvous days if anyone is interested in helping.  Steve Engleman shared that the Golf Men’s Association will stay intact, and our new golf pro Rob Jackson will be onboard in his new position April 1st.  Denise Sinner shared that the Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled for April 12 at 2:00 p.m. at the City Park.  If there is anyone who would like to help hide eggs, etc. please contact Denise or the Village Office.
The Village Board then received written reports from departments.  
The next item on the agenda was the approval of bills and expenses.  It was moved by Member Conrad and seconded by Member Schledewitz to approve all claims as presented.

AFC - Playground Nebraska Sup 9255.00
Quadient Leasing USA Inc. Pstg 247.32
AT&T Mobility Srvcs/Lbr 170.80
RCI Srvcs/Lbr 75.00
Action Communications, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 20.73
Ray Derr Sup 77.70
Amazon Capital Services Sup 617.89, Sup 115.37, Sup
Star-Herald Pub/Sub 179.98
164.86, Sup 20.93
Torrington Disposal Service Srvcs/Lbr 12845.00,
Ameritas Life Insurance Company Ins 191.20
Srvcs/Lbr 70.00
Applied Concepts, Inc. Sup 1992.28
U-Save Mart Fuel 1319.91
BARCO Municipal Products Inc. Sup 709.08
Verizon Wireless Srvcs/Lbr 139.98, Srvcs/Lbr 176.64
Biblionix Srvcs/Lbr 880.00
Village of Morrill Utility Deposit Acct Dep 200.00, Dep
Black Hills Energy Util 45.43
200.00
Black Hills Energy Util 315.62
Visa Sup 958.14
Black Hills Energy Util 2566.52
Vistabeam Util 99.95, Util 99.95
Blue Cross/ Blue Shield Ins 16502.08
Wal-Mart Capital One Sup 243.85
Bok Financial Bond 18696.25
Watson Welding & Manufacturing Sup 100.00
Border States Industries Sup 1227.34, Sup 1039.50, Sup
Wesco Receivables Corp. Sup 167.40
119.88, Sup 8.95, Sup 932.38, Sup 635.25
Western Nebraska Joint Water Board Wtr 5168.00
Century Business Products Srvcs/Lbr 27.50, Srvcs/Lbr
       
110.01
Centurylink Communications Inc Util 66.04, Util 66.04
Charter Communications - Library Acct Util 79.98
Charter Communications - Village Office Util 229.95
Charter Communication - Fire Dept Acct. Util 129.98
Charter Communications - Police Util 79.98
Charter Communications - Pool Account Util 49.99
Charter Communication Golf Course Srvcs/Lbr 109.99
Charter Enterprise - Golf Course Srvcs/Lbr 159.05
Colonial Life Ins 608.54
Cooper McCabe Srvcs/Lbr 60.00
Culligan Water Conditioning Srvcs/Lbr 83.50
DEMCO Sup 66.93
Dearborn Life Insurance Company Ins 68.80
Dooley Oil Sup 1216.96
Eakes Office Solutions Sup 45.77, Sup 53.98
Emma Black Srvcs/Lbr 60.00
Enviro Service, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 30.00
Fastenal Sup 12.48
Globe Life Liberty National Division Ins 198.24
Horse Creek Tire Srvcs/Lbr 20.00, Sup 238.93, Srvcs/Lbr
30.00
Ideal Linen Supply Sup 73.35, Sup 47.12, Sup 33.90, Sup
87.41
Ideal-Linen Bluff's Facility Solutions Sup 205.95
Intralinks Inc Srvcs/Lbr 533.66, Srvcs/Lbr 961.25,
Srvcs/Lbr 44.40, Srvcs/Lbr 125.11
Irby Company Sup 516.53
Janine Schmidt Milg 633.92
Kaylee Driver Srvcs/Lbr 60.00
Ken Moore Repair & Service Srvcs/Lbr 1636.48
Kwik Stop Fuel 213.40
LARM Ins 209.51
League of Nebraska Municipalities Trng 428.00
M.E.A.N. Elec 71010.68
ManhattanLife Insurance and Annuity Co Ins 2233.62
Mobius Communications Company Srvcs/Lbr 35.00
Morrill American Legion Rent 100.00
Morrill Hardware Sup 49.97
Morrill Supply Sup 528.22
Mutual Of Omaha Ins 115.00
NE Department of Environment and Energy Permit 40.00
NMC Exchange LLC Sup 133.74
Nebraska State Patrol Lic 295.00
Northwest Pipe Fittings, Inc. Sup 851.96
One Call Concepts, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 27.06
Village of Morrill Ref 200.00, 200.00, 127.75

M Smith Ref 72.25

Payroll 25192.60, 26007.12

941 Taxes 6405.55, 6546.72

Credit Card Fees 26.13, 34.15, 14.56

State Farm Life Ins 198.00

Edward Jones Retirement 4054.00

Nebraska Department of Revenue Tax 1754.08, 11753.94
Village of Morrill Util 2219.82

Denise Sinner Don 300.00

Visa Srvcs 39.95

Life Med Safety Sup 325.00

Matheson Tri Gas Sup 157.00

Horse Creek Tire Rprs 1742.81

Office Ally Srvcs 44.95

USave Mart Gas 40.20

YEAS: Hart, Engleman, Purviance, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None.

The next Regular Board of Trustee Meeting will be held on April 8, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. at the Morrill American Legion.

Jim Gardner from Casey Peterson arrived at the meeting and presented the 2023-2024 Audit Report.  There were no significant findings other than the lack of segregation of duties due to the size of the staff in the Office, which is common for small entities.  Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Purviance to accept the 2023-2024 Fiscal Year Audit.  
YEAS: Hart, Engleman, Purviance, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None.

The last item on the agenda was a motion to adjourn by Member Conrad and seconded by Member Schledewitz.
YEAS: Hart, Engleman, Purviance, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None.

.

The meeting was then adjourned at 7:04 p.m.


/s/ Janine K. Schmidt

/s/ Neal Hart

Janine K. Schmidt



Neal Hart

CMC/Treasurer



Chairman, Board of Trustees     
